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Letter From The Editor

Dear readers,

There are various ways our students can
show their mastery of the English language.
Whether it is being a guide and showing their
beautiful town to honoured guests or
experiencing a unique opportunity of being
an Erasmus student.

This can be enriching for us as teachers
because there is no better way to learn about
other cultures than stepping foot inside the
life of local people, so we can show respect,
honour and gratitude to others.

These values were also reflected in several
events organized by our department, such
as Thanksgiving Day or a Club of novice
teachers, where they could share their
thoughts about their current and future
careers.

Moreover, we are proud of our students, who
shared their talent through beautiful poems,
song lyrics, reviews, lesson plans and their
innovative works of art. That gave us a great
opportunity to discover the creative spirit
they have.

The beauty of language is revealed by
proficient language users, who can show the
magic of their art by passing it to their
learners, while teaching them what they
have already mastered themselves.

Bestegards,
Katarina Chvalova
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Unvelling the Secrets of tr
Tour Guide

In the realm of foreign languages, we often hear the timeless refrain:
"Languages open doors to a world of opportunities."

Here, at the Department of English Language

and Culture, each of us holds the metaphorical

P
A

key to those doors, ready to explore and seize

the treasures beyond.

The English language, like a vast universe,
offers infinite avenues for exploration. | grasped

this opportunity, weaving English into the

WL

tapestry of my life as a tour guide, a choice I've

yet to regret.

Now, allow me to illuminate the role of an
English-speaking tour guide. It's a job filled with

diversity and wonder.

Through this path, we encounter individuals

from every corner of the globe, immersing
ourselves in a symphony of cultures and
L . '
( languages, forging new connections along the

way.

Nitra Castle, Nitra, Slovakia
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The initial weeks proved to be quite a challenge,
as | delved into a sea of guidebooks, familiarised
myself with every nook and cranny of the
exhibition, and learned to navigate the myriad of
questions posed by curious travellers. Yet,
growing experience allowed me to perceive my
work responsibilities as a source of genuine
fulfilment.

Through three enriching years, | gathered a
treasury of unforgettable moments and invaluable
experiences. | had the privilege of accompanying
Margit Bruck-Friedrich, the Austrian diplomat and

Ambassador of Austria

to the Slovak Republic, as well as numerous
luminaries from the academic sphere, such as Prof.
Hazem Halim and Dr. May Fahmy, esteemed
experts in marketing communication and branding,
who represented Egypt at the Department of Mass

Communication and Advertising at UKF.

| also had the honour of accompanying Prof. PhDr.
Mi ¢ hal Kozub?zk, PhD., t
of Social Work and Social Sciences, during a
meeting of the SocNet98 association, an alliance of

social work departments from universities spanning

Europe.
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The summer's highlight was guiding a delegation
from the Maldives parliament and the members of
the Supreme Audit Office of the Slovak Republic.
Another particularly enlightening experience was
accompanying Monsignor Larry James Kulick, the
Bishop of the Greensburg Diocese in

Pennsylvania.

As a future teacher, | cherish the opportunity to

connect with individuals of all age groups

With anticipation, | looR
forward to meeting you
all at the Nitra Castle!

during my guiding adventures, nurturing my

pedagogical skills along the way.

I must confess, there were many challenging
moments, particularly with some lively groups of
pupils that left me sweating profusely, haha.
Nevertheless, | wish to share this message with my
fellow classmates and students: seize every

opportunity to nurture your talents and skills, for the

wSyt il
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ERASMUS+

Hi everyone, my name i s S

second year of my bachel

studying to become the teacher of English language
literature, but in my leisure time I'm really into special
pedagogy and exploring how things go for people with

specific needs abroad.

So, that's why | took my mobility experience last year
and, in this article, | am going to tell you about it. So,
without further ado, let's go to my story and enjoy

reading!

WHAT AND WHY?

Last September | visited Brno in the Czech Republic. |
went to Masaryk University. It was a short-term mobility

experience. It was traineeship.

At first, | received proper training about how to make
materials accessible to people with various specific

needs. For instance, for people with hearing

Department of Special and Inclusivg

Pedagogy,
Faculty of Education, Masaryk
Universitv
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impairment, for people with visual impairment, for

people with learning difficulties and so on.

After that, | helped various teachers and lecturers
with the creation of accessible study materials and

translations of documents from Czech to English.

So, | improved my soft skills like teamwork,
emotional intelligence, and | also learnt something
from special pedagogy with aspects of people with
various specific needs and what the creation of

these materials entail.
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DIFFERENCES IN EDUCATION

It was a traineeship - for this reason, it was more
practically oriented and there wasn't much
memorising. My activities were more practical. |
helped with preparing materials and assisting

teachers at the lesson - so, | was learning by doing.

| learnt many useful things from syntax just by
translating text to their website and translating
lessons from Czech to English. It was even a little
bit of an experience because my mentor was polite,
patient, open-minded, creative, and open to my
feedback, and we were a great team with my
mentor and with other colleagues. So, the
organisation of the learning process was totally
different than in UKF.

So, there wasn't much of memorising, but a lot of
gamification and learning by doing, learning by
experience, and this improved my long-term

memory.

one moment and it was a fabulous
experience to be a part of teaching
group and to see the working
situation from the other side of the
aisle also - not from the student's
point of view but also from the

t eacher
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LIKED & DISLIKED LESSONS

Honestly, | really liked assisting in lessons of the
Czech sign language and special informatics. The
Czech sign language teacher had a good sense of
humour, and he was very effective at using
motivational methods and fixation methods, and he
was also fabulous when it came to the exposition
methods of explaining new things from the Czech

sign language.

He used a lot of practical examples from real life,

so it makes me enjoy both sign language

10

Nl
Employment benefits at my workplace - brand new computer with
the newest software and hardware + a spacious office fit for Kings.

and the informatics lesson with a teacher of a

similar approach.

Secondly, there was no lesson that | disliked
because all the teachers were fabulous, and we
were an amazing collective that shared the same
interest in helping children with specific needs. So,
all the tutors were well-trained, empathetic, honest,
polite, and open-minded.

When my mobility ended, | was sad that | had to
leave, but | took many valuable experiences with

mysel f é
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EXPERIENCES BROUGHT HOME

The main experience | brought with me to
Slovakia is that it's important to pay attention to
the small but important details.

When we were doing monitoring of the
accessibility of public buildings together with my
colleagues - we were mapping the accessibility
of buildings regarding the accessibility of toilets,
classes, elevators, and we were assessing
whether the room is accessible or not. And there
were so many parameters to look for that it
made me feel sensitive to other needs.

So, the main thing | brought from my mobility is
empathy and sensitivity to other people's needs,
tolerance and trying t
and points of view.

And | can also advise a little bit when it comes
to the accessibility of the premises of the
pedagogical faculty at our university - maybe
sometimes in the future | will offer my helping
hand, and | am ready to give some advice to
make our pedagogical faculty even more

accessible than it is nowadays.

| ADOREDE

| really adored the hospitality of the South
Moravian people. South Moravian people and
the citizens of Brno in general are very kind-
hearted and very hospitable towards people

with disabilities, and they are also

tolerant. Everyone was very tolerant, and they

sometimes offered me discounted bus tickets.

Residents advised me where to eat out at a
reasonable price and sometimes even my
colleagues from work invited me to coffee or
non-alcoholic beer - so everything was very

relaxed and casual.

| Rozvrh vyuky stfediska Teiresids 06/09/2023 14:52:14
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Me - excited for all the fun lessons!

11







